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Dear families, 

As always, I hope you’ve had a lovely week. It’s been another busy one here at 
school, with the children continuing to work hard while also enjoying their 
extracurricular activities. 
 

Our after-school clubs have now started. If your child is still interested in joining 
a club, please contact one of the school office’s — there are still spaces 
available, and the clubs will continue for another five weeks. 
 

This week, Year 3 enjoyed a fantastic trip to Stonehenge, which linked perfectly 
to their current writing topic. The children were fascinated to learn more about 
the history and significance of this remarkable site. On Thursday, Year 4 visited 
Harmony Woods as part of their Geography work on local studies — they had a 
great time exploring and learning outdoors. 
 

Today, the whole school celebrated World Mental Health Day by taking part in 
Hello Yellow and wearing something yellow to show support for this important 
cause. A big thank you to all families for helping the children take part so 
enthusiastically. 
 

I would also like to thank everyone who attended our Coffee Morning today. It 
was wonderful to see so many of you and to spend time together discussing the 
school’s progress and ideas for future improvement. We’ll be arranging another 
Coffee Morning soon, so please look out for details. 
 

We’re excited to share that our new catering company, ABM, is inviting the 
children to take part in a pumpkin design competition! Please see the poster 
attached in the newsletter for more information. Children can send pictures of 
their pumpkin designs directly to ABM, but we’d also love to see their creations in 
school. If your child would like to bring in their decorated pumpkin to show their 
class — or even help decorate our school hall with them — they are more than 
welcome to do so. 
 

In addition, our PTA have been asking the children what extra activities they 
would like to do as part of our Halloween celebrations. The children have 
suggested a Halloween Dress Down Day, which will take place next Friday. On this 
day, children are invited to come to school in their Halloween costumes — 
perhaps the same ones they’ve worn for the Halloween Disco! We kindly ask for a 
£1 contribution (cash only), which will go towards supporting future PTA events. 
The PTA will also be running a competition for the best costume, with a prize for the winner. We hope this is something 
the children will really enjoy taking part in. 
 

Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support. I hope you all have a lovely weekend, and we look forward to welcoming 
the children back on Monday 
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Online Safety 
Ofcom figures show that children as young as 8 have accessed pornography online, while 16% of 
teenagers have seen material that stigmatises body types or promotes disordered eating in the last 4 
weeks.    
 
To protect the next generation from the devastating impact of this content, people now have to prove their 
age to access pornography or this other harmful material on social media and other sites. 
     

Platforms are required to use secure methods like facial scans, photo ID and credit cards checks to verify the age of their users. This means 
it will be much harder for under-18s to accidentally or intentionally access harmful content.   It’s clear in Ofcom’s codes that we expect 
platforms to ensure that strangers have no way of messaging children. This includes preventing children from receiving DMs from 

strangers and children should not be recommended any accounts to connect with.   

This week’s house points 

Portchester Wolvesey Carisbrooke Donnington 

392 390 410 410 
 

Attendance 

You can track your child’s attendance on the Arbor App 

If you have any questions regarding attendance, you can speak to Ms Hardy who is based at the Infants. 
We work in line with Hampshire County Council policy and do not authorise holidays during term time unless 
it is due to an exceptional circumstance. Should you choose to take a holiday of 5 days or more you will be 
issued with a Penalty Notice. Further details can be found on our website.   

 

Is my child well enough to come to school? Handy guide 
 

Weekly Attendance  
Owls  Castles Dragons Knights 

90.52% 98.77% 85.19% 93.65% 

Dover Leeds Windsor Edinburgh Highclere Arundel Balmoral 

97.35% 90.4% 96.84% 93.83% 97.01% 96.88% 96.28% 

 
 
 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
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Key Dates 
October 2025 

15th Oct 25 Halloween Disco – For timings please see poster below  

20 – 22 Oct 25 Year 5 Grittleton Residential 

24th Oct 25 Individual Photo’s 

27th Oct 25 Half term week 

November 2025 
3rd Nov 25 INSET DAY 

4th Nov 25 Children return to school 

6th Nov 25 Flu Nasal Vaccines 

W/C 10th Nov 25 Anti-Bullying week 

11th Nov 25 Remembrance Day 

14th Nov 25 Children in Need 

17th Nov 25 Year R Open Evening (5:30pm – 6:30pm)  

Final week for after school clubs 

December 2025 
W/C 1st Dec 25 Year 6 Bikeability Week 

4th Dec 25 Be Bright Be Seen Day 

5th Dec 25 Xmas Market after school 3.30 – 5.00pm 

6th Dec 25 OPEN DAY (10:30am – 11:30am) for all year groups! 

11th Dec 25 Xmas Jumper Day 

17th Dec 25 Xmas Disco (during the day) 

18th Dec 25 Xmas lunch 

19th Dec 25 Last day (Xmas holidays) 

January 2026 
5th Jan 26 INSET DAY 

6th Jan 26 Children return to school 
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Supporting the Community 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

      Newsletter 10/10/2025 

 
 

 


